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Rett Syndrome Awareness

Month

National Spina Bifida Aware-
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Month

10/5 Child Health Day

10/7 Wotld Cerebral Palsy
Day

10/15 White Cane Safety Day
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10/31 Halloween
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Groundbreaking that was held at SEAHDC for the new recreational
building. The ceremony was held on September 15th.

Herb Carey with the Elks of Arkansas presented SEAHDC Assistant Superintendent
Dana Harvey with their annual donation. Pictured on the left is DHS Program Specialist
Star Lattimore and on the right, SEAHDC Business Manager Katherine Harris.
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Tessa Olvera, Residential Operations Manager, received
a $100 check from the Volunteer Council for referring
someone to work in Residential Services homes. The
person referred must complete their 6-month proba-
tionary period and still be employed.

Clients working in craft trades,
painting, making wreaths, preparing
pine cones to be dipped in wax.
These items are being made to be
sold at the Blue Umbtella.

Clients: Willie Whisenhunt and Tanasia Manuel helped to rebury the time capsule to be opened in 2068. Due
to the condition of the ground and trying to seal elements out, it had been postponed.
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Rett Syndrome— A mothers passion

Jessica Williams is an LPN at CHDC (Conway Human Development Center). She is the guest writer for Octobet’s edition of
DDSPEAKS. Below is her passion in her own words.

I have lived in Arkansas all of my 34 years. I am in the process of raising children in Vilonia. I have three children; our youngest
daughter has a rare neurological syndrome called Rett Syndrome. I've worked for the state for a year. My objective is to spread
awatreness. We must continue our efforts in bringing awareness to the medical community, pharmaceutical industry, researchers,
therapists, teachers, caregivers, and the general public as well. We must have funding available for reserachers who are dedicated
in finding a cure for Rett Syndrome. We support this shared mission now more than ever, and together, progress will continue
until there is a world without Rett Syndrome.

For more information, please visit our website at https://rettsyndrome-

personalpages.everydayhero.com/us/MortriganMarvelerifficMemoir/wizard /share
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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS COME ~ GREETINGS:

WHEREAS: Rett syndrome is a rare postnatal genetic neurological disorder that occurs

almost exclusively in females, and rarely in males; and

WHEREAS: The symptoms of Rett Syndrome usually do not appear until 6 to 18 months;
and

WHEREAS: A regression period follows where acquired motor skills are lost, leading to

lifelong impairments including loss of speech, seizures, scoliosis, and
irregular breathing patterns. The hallmark sign of Rett syndrome is near
constant repetitive hand movements while awake; and

with Rett synd: require i i with
daily living activities; and

The disorder is not degenerative, and biomedical research in mice suggests
that neurological symptoms may be reversed even after decades of severe
symptoms; and

With the discovery of the gene that causes Rett syndrome (1999), research
in the lab that proves the theory of reversibility of the disease (2007), the
discovery of breakthrough testing in vitro models (2010), and the launch of
multiple disease-modifying human clinical trials (present), we now reach an
unprecedented and historic moment in time where we must do everything
possible to fund the truly life-changing research in front of us; and

We should continue our efforts in bringing awareness to the medical

i ists, teachers, i and the general public, as well.
We should support researchers who are dedicated in finding a cure for Rett
syndrome. The State of Arkansas supports this shared mission;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ASA HUTCHINSON, Governor of the State of Arkansas, by virtue

of the authority vested in me by the laws of the State of Arkansas, do hereby
proclaim October 2020, as

RETT SYNDROME AWARENESS MONTH

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of

the State of Arkansas to be affixed this 4t day of September, in the year of
our Lord 2020.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frettsyndrome-personalpages.everydayhero.com%2Fus%2FMorriganMarvelerifficMemoir%2Fwizard%2Fshare&data=02%7C01%7CYvette.Swift%40dhs.arkansas.gov%7Cac32ae681b684789c04808d85917881e%7C5ec1d8f0cb624
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frettsyndrome-personalpages.everydayhero.com%2Fus%2FMorriganMarvelerifficMemoir%2Fwizard%2Fshare&data=02%7C01%7CYvette.Swift%40dhs.arkansas.gov%7Cac32ae681b684789c04808d85917881e%7C5ec1d8f0cb624
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From DHS Office of Communications &

Community Engagement
What to do :

#, ¢, . BEvery year, we do Halloween

during an .5 . BIG at DHS! But with the on-

going public health emergency,

Ea r'thq uake: L _ ‘ .| things will be different in 2020.

Here’s what you need to know:

1. At Central office, we will not host an in-person event
for children at local schools, children in foster care, and
children and grandchildren of employees.

2. Instead, divisions and shared setvices staff in central
office will be putting together goody bags for the students

e at our local partner in education school, Bale Elementary,
that will be delivered the week of Halloween. (More de-
Ut tails to come on this later)

3. County office staff are welcome to also do goody bags

Register at , www.ShakeOut.org in their local communities.

Costumes are encouraged on Oct. 30! We'll host a cos-

tume contest — county office staff you can participate vir-

) . tually! — for the best individual and gro ostumes. Mote
International ShakeOut Day is always N . vicualanc gronp cost

the third Thursday of October (this
year: October 15). Have a plan for

details to come on this soon!

wotk, home, school, and church. It’s a
good idea to practice earthquake safety

Stay Vigilant!

@ OGO

© WASH YOUR HANDS €) PHYSICAL DISTANCING

in different situations each year. The
New Madrid Faultline runs through Ar-
kansas. Make preparations now.

e WEAR A FACE COVERING o GET TESTED IF NEEDED

Comments, Suggestions, QA

Please let us know what you would like to see featured. Send all inquities, stoties, pic-
tures to Yvette Swift @ yvette.swift@dhs.arkansas.gov. by the 15th of each month. If
you’d like your birthday featured, please email it to Yvette Swift.




